
WELCOME TO BEIJING 
 
Beijing, the capital of China, lies just south of the rim of the Central Asian Steppes and is separated from the Gobi 
Desert by a green chain of mountains, over which The Great Wall runs. Modern Beijing lies on the site of countless 
human settlements that date back half a million years. Homo erectus Pekinensis, better known as Peking man was 
discovered just outside the city in 1929. It is China's second largest city in terms of population and the largest in 
administrative territory. 
 

 
The name Beijing - or Northern Capital - is a modern term by Chinese standards. It first became a capital in the Jin 
Dynasty (1115-1234), but it experienced its first phase of grandiose city planning in the Yuan Dynasty under the rule 
of the Mongol emperor, Kublai Khan, who made the city his winter capital in the late 13th century.  Little of it remains 
in today's Beijing. Most of what the visitor sees today dates from either the Ming or later Qing dynasties. Huge concrete 
tower blocks have mushroomed and construction sites are everywhere. Bicycles are still the main mode of transportation 
but taxis, cars, and buses jam the city streets.  
 
Day One ~Arrive Beijing  
 
After clearing the customs, please proceed to the luggage area to claim your check-in bags. You are 
greeted by representatives with specially designed welcome signage at Beijing International airport and 
transferred to your selected hotel. 
 
Optional Welcome Gift 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

- Hand made silk box  

- Map of Beijing  and Postcard [pre stamped] per postcard including stamp  

- Printed weather forecast  

- Brochure of the Forbidden City, Great Wall, Temple of Heaven & Hutong area  
 

 
Dinner at Duck de Chine 
 
Duck de Chine is Beijing’s most stylish, most innovative duck restaurant 
featuring China's first Bollinger Champagne Bar. Duck de Chine does 
not compromise traditional renditions of Beijing duck, but adds the best 
French-style duck dishes to the menu. 
 
Duck de Chine’s textured décor adds to its allure. Round chandeliers 
covered in vermillion fabric while warm brick walls accent the wooden 
floor mirror round tables bedecked with slate grey tablecloths 
 
 
 
 
Day Two ~ Beijing  
 
Breakfast at leisure 
 
Tiananmen Square 
Tiananmen Square is the largest public square in the world. On 
the north side of the square is the Tiananmen Gate, which 
overlooks the Square. It was from the balcony of the Tiananmen 
gate, on October 1, 1949 that chairman Mao proclaimed the 
founding of the People's Republic of China. From a huge 
portrait on the south side of the gate, Mao gazes onto 
Tiananmen Square, and behind the Tiananmen Gate, 
inaccessible to commoners for over 500 years, lies the iconic 
Forbidden City. 
 
Forbidden City 
Commissioned by Emperor Yongle of the Ming dynasty, the 
Forbidden City was completed in 1420 and was home to 24 
emperors until the last Qing emperor, Puyi, left in 1924. The 
entire imperial complex is reputed to have 9999 rooms, which at 
its peak, housed up to 10,000 people, including the imperial 
family, 3,000 eunuchs, as well as maids and concubines, all 
contained within 170 acres. Today, the gates of the Forbidden 
City lead to a fascinating display of Chinese history in what is 
probably the best-preserved site of Classical Chinese architecture.  
 
Followed by, Lunch at Nuage  

 
Located in Beijing’s Shichahai area north of the Forbidden City, 
Nuage is one of Hohai’s famed restaurants. Nuage’s stylish 
interior includes Chinese antiques and old Pedi cabs that were 
once the main form of transport in the Hutong area. The 
restaurant is made entirely of wood in the traditional Chinese 
style of ancient Hutongs. 
 
 



Hutong Tour 
 
An essential highlight of Beijing is a tour to the Hutong area, this 
unique tour will be by pedicab (3-wheeled bicycle). The Hutong 
mostly built during the Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties, are the 
narrow network of lanes created by closely built quadrangular homes. 
The houses and courtyards, hidden away and boxed in, are themselves 
closed off with wooden gates that often have carved characters 
intended to bring good fortune to the house owner and his trade. A 
twenty minute ride through the narrow alleys to visit a home for tea 
and meet a typical family provides a fascinating insight into Chinese 
life. The residents, who have lived through great changes, interesting, 
and sometimes difficult times, are delighted to answer questions. This 
tour ends at the home of the famous kite master of Beijing where 
guests are invited to learn how to make kites. 
 
 
Dinner at Capital M 
 
It took seven years for Melbourne-born 
restaurateur Michelle Garnaut to make Capital 
M a reality – the results appear to have been 
well worth the effort. 
Sitting directly across from the southeast 
corner of Qianmen, the terrace affords one of 
the most impressive views in the city, while the 
ornate dining room, with its signature parquet 
flooring, fireplaces, elaborate mural and elegant 
lighting, is a suitably opulent setting for 
indulging in the modern European food on the 
menu. 
 
Day Three ~Beijing 
 
Breakfast at leisure 
 
OPTIONAL TOURS 
Option 1: Half day Sidecar Motorbike Tour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take a ride on the wild side and discover Beijing from the unique perspective of a sidecar motorbike. 
This 2 ½ hour tour is an exhilarating ride through the city, visiting Beijing’s most iconic sites such as 
the Forbidden City, the Drum and Bell towers, and Tiananmen Square and is the pefect way to see 
the narrow hutong alleyways of Beijing.  
 
 



Option 2: Half day Temple of Heaven 
 
The Temple of Heaven is a sequence of temples and altars set in 
a park. Twice a year during imperial times, the emperor and a 
magnificent procession of some 1,000 eunuchs, courtiers, and 
ministers would leave the Forbidden City for the temple. At the 
winter solstice, the emperor expressed thanks for the previous 
harvest, and on the 15th day of the first month of the lunar 
year, he begged the gods of sun and moon, clouds and rain, and 
thunder and lightning to bless the coming harvest. Chinese 
philosophers considered heaven the source of harmony and 
spiritual authority.  
 
 
Option 3: Half day Temple of Heaven with Kung Fu master class 
 

Join Master Liu and his team for a kung fu class on the 
grounds of the Temple of Heaven. Master Liu started 
training at the Shaolin temple since he was seven years old. 
He now runs a martial arts school in Beijing and has over 
twenty year’s experience practicing all forms of Chinese 
martial arts.  
After the class take a tour of the Hall of Prayer for Good 
Harvests. 
 

 
Option 4: Half day Summer Palace Tour 
 
The Summer Palace is one of the finest landmarks in 
Beijing. It has long been a royal garden and was 
considerably enlarged and embellished by Emperor 
Qianglong in the 18th century then later abandoned. 
Empress Dowager Cixi began rebuilding in 1888 using 
money that was supposedly reserved for the 
construction of a modern navy. Three quarters of the 
area is occupied by the lovely Kunming Lake. Enjoy a 
boat ride on the lake before walking the Long 
Corridor. This 728-metre corridor is decorated with 
8,000 paintings including many from the emperor's 
travels around the country. As cameras were not available, the emperor would have artists paint the 
scenes that caught his eye. 
 
Option 5: Shopping Tour at Pearl Market & Silk Market 

 
 
 



Pearl Market 
 
The Pearl Market is housed in a multi-level building and offers clothing, luggage, and jewelry 
including, of course, pearls. Chinese pearls are not as round as Japanese pearls but one needs to look 
hard to notice. Prices start at about $25.00 a strand; $120 will buy a nice strand with good luster and 
color.  
 
Silk Market 
 
Silk Alley lies in Xiushuidong Jie (East Xiushui Street) off Jianguomenwai Street, near the US 
Embassy. It is a good place frequented by the resident foreigners in Beijing for bargains. Whatever 
you wish to buy, like bags, shoes, handicrafts or sweaters, you may haggle a lot with the owners for 
the best price. 
 
Excursion to the Great Wall 
 
Everybody who visits Peking wants to see the 
Great Wall and for good reason: it is one of the 
wonders of the world. As you stand on the top 
tower and look at the wall snaking its way across 
the tops of the mountains, close your eyes for a 
moment and see in your mind's eye the ancient 
armies locked in combat, and hear the whistle of 
arrows and the clang of striking swords. It is a 
place to reflect upon the past and wonder about 
the future. 
 
The Chinese name for the Great Wall is Wan Li 
Chang Cheng, or "the Long Wall of Ten Thousand Li." The first sections were built as early as the 
fifth century B.C. when a number of Chinese states in the north were fighting against each other and 
occasionally against the northern "barbarian". It was not until the unification of the empire under Qin 
Shi Huang Di in B.C. 221 that the various sections of the Wall were linked up. It is said that more 
than 300,000 men worked for ten years to complete it. The wall has a pounded earth interior with 
stone facing walls and stone roadway along the top. It was built wide enough to allow a brace of five 
horses to gallop between the battlements and was thus used to convey soldiers, arms, and food with 
great speed to various parts of the northern frontier. 
 
Dinner on the Great Wall – Juyong Pass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Juyongguan Pass lies 50 Km northwest of Beijing, it is located in a 15 Km long valley. Many passes 
were built at strategic points along the wall, and the Juyongguan Pass was one of them. Besides its 
strategic significance, this pass was also famous for its beautiful scenery. In fact, in the Jin Dynasty 
(1115-1234 A.D), this place was listed one of the Eight Best Scenic Spots in Beijing. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day Four ~ Depart Beijing  
 
Full buffet breakfast at leisure 
  
Transfer to Beijing international airport  
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